






Strabismus surgery is usually a safe and effective 
way to treat eye misalignment. However, it does 
not replace eyeglasses, patching or blurring if the 
ophthalmologist recommends them too. 
Strengthening your child's eye muscles is very 
important for good vision. 

Summary 
Strabismus is when the eyeballs are not lined up 
properly and they point in different directions. 
Strabismus affects vision, since both eyes must 
aim at the same spot together to see properly. 
It is very important for infants and children with 
strabismus to be treated. This is because a child 
with strabismus will develop weaker vision in the 
turned eye. 

Strabismus is often treated with surgery. This 
surgery adjusts the muscles that are keeping the 
eyes from aligning properly. Other treatment 
options include wearing eyeglasses and/or using 
prisms to help the eyes focus. 

If you have any questions about your child's eyes 
or vision, speak with an ophthalmologist. They are 
committed to protecting your child's sight. 
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Strabismus in Children 

Get more information about strabismus from 
EyeSmart-provided by the American Academy 
of Ophthalmology-at aao.org/strabismus-link. 
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